
F.O.I. Compliance – subject to BOE approval 
   
 ESSEX BOARD of EDUCATION 
 
Date:  June 10, 2020 
 
Special Meeting – REMOTE MEETING held  
 
(To view a recording of this meeting, please visit our website  www.reg4.k12.ct.us  and 
select “Remote Meeting Recordings” under the BOARD OF EDUCATION Heading) 
 
         
 
Attendance:  Lon Seidman  Administration:  Others:  

( = attended) DG Fitton  Brian White    Kelly Sterner  

 Mark Watson  Richard Huot    

 Cassandra Sweet  Jennifer Tousignant     

 Nancy Johnston  Kristina Martineau    

 Loretta McCluskey  Sarah Smalley    

       

       

       

       

       

                                                                                   
Call To Order:  approx. 6:00 p.m.  
 
Items/Discussion:  

 
Public Comment:  None were made 

 

On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED to approve the 

consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting of March 12, 2020. 

 

Superintendent White and Assistant Superintendent Kristina Martineau presented a 

district update.  Principal Tousignant also shared an update on past and ongoing district 

efforts to foster a sense of school community for students and teachers, as well as end-of-

year celebrations planned by Essex Elementary.  Director of Pupil Services Sarah 

Smalley provided updates and answered questions with regards to support for students. 

(see attached presentation) 

 

There was a discussion regarding the possible use of unexpended 2019-20 funds to 

purchase COVID-19 related materials and supplies for use during 2020-21. 

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to approve the use 

of unexpended 2019-20 funds to purchase COVID-19 related materials and supplies for 

use during 2020-21 as presented (see attached). 

 

 

http://www.reg4.k12.ct.us/


There was a discussion regarding the requested end-of-year transfers as presented.   

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to approve end-of-

year transfers as presented (see attached), with a correction to the listed plant supplies 

account number as follows:  the last digit should be “4” with an object code of 5430. 

 

There was a discussion regarding the possible annual renewal of the Agreement 

Concerning the Establishment and Operation of an Interim Collaborative Preschool 

Program dated February 13, 2008.   

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to renew the 

Agreement Concerning the Establishment and Operation of an Interim Collaborative 

Preschool Program dated February 13, 2008.  The original contract expires on June 30, 

2012 and per agreement may be renewed in 1 year increments upon agreement of all 

signing parties (Boards of Education for Chester, Deep River, Essex and the Regional 

Supervision District Committee) no later than June 30th 
 

 

There was a discussion regarding the annual renewal of the YMCA afterschool care 

contract.        

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board VOTED (5 Yes; 0 No; 1 abstention – 

Chair Seidman recused himself due to a conflict of interest = motion PASSED) to 

renew the YMCA afterschool care contract on a yearly basis for 2020-21.                

 

 

There was a discussion regarding Superintendent White’s recommendation to appoint 

Shipman and Goodwin as legal counsel for 2020-21.   

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to approve  

Superintendent White’s recommendation to appoint Shipman and Goodwin as legal 

counsel for 2020-21.   
 
   

 
ADJOURNMENT:      
 
On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn at approx.                    
 7:05 p.m. 
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Essex Board of Education
District Update

Wednesday, June 10, 2020



Update on E-Learning

● Lessons Learned 
● Survey Feedback
● End of Year Grading and Progress Reports
● Social and Emotional Wellness
● Teaching and Learning Priorities
● District Reopening Committee



Fostering Sense of School Community for Staff and Students

● Principal Videos and Communications to Students
● Weekly Communications
● Lunch Bunches
● Principal Participation in Classroom Google Meets
● Full School Videos 
● End of Year Events, Celebrations, and Recognitions



Summer Learning Opportunities

● Summer Reading Challenge
● Summer Math Challenge
● Online resources: IXL Math, Lexia, and Reading A-Z
● Extended School Year (ESY)- offered to students with IEPs 

who qualify



Reopening of Schools: Planning and Considerations

● Student needs and support (social and emotional wellness)
● Assessing and planning for academic needs, learning gaps
● Summer committee work
● Professional development
● Summer communications and ongoing updates
● Environmental and facility considerations



Next Board of Education Meeting

Thursday, September 10, 2020




