
 

Regional School District #4 

Chester – Deep River – Essex – Region 4 

Chester BOE Special Meeting  
 

To:  Members of the Chester Board of Education 

Subject:            Chester Board of Education Special Meeting – Monday, June 22, 2020  
Time:              6:00 p.m. 

Place:  Via Google Meet – To listen remotely please dial (US)+1 (662) 532-5098 PIN: 836 178 285#  
(We kindly ask that you please mute your phone immediately upon connecting to the meeting as this will 
improve the audio quality for all participants.  Google Meet may do this automatically, depending on the number of 

people already connected to the call.  If so, pressing *6 will unmute your phone when it’s time to speak) 
 

     
Please contact Jennifer Bryan at Central Office email jbryan@reg4.k12.ct.us  if you are unable to attend. 

Mission Statement 

We, the communities of Chester, Deep River, Essex and Region 4, engage all students in a rigorous and collaborative educational 

program. We prepare our learners to be respectful citizens who are empowered to contribute in a globalized society. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to order  

 

2. Verbal roll call for BOE members  

 

3. Comment. (In the interest of creating the best remote meeting experience for all participating parties, we would ask that you please keep your 

phone on mute until such time when the Chair calls for Public Comment.  Please continue to keep your phone on mute unless you  are requesting to be 

recognized by the Chair to make a comment.  Once you have been recognized by the Chair to make your comment, the following standard public comment 

guidelines will still apply):  PLEASE NOTE:  Upon dialing in, Google Meet may have shared a message that your phone has been 

automatically muted due to the number of callers on the line and instructed you to press *6  if you would like to unmute your 

phone.  When you are done speaking, please remember to press *6 (or your phone’s mute button) again to reduce background 

noise. 
 

The public is reminded to state name for the record. Comments should be kept to a maximum of three minutes. Public 

comment is not intended to be a question and answer period; rather it is an opportunity for the Board to hear citizen 

comment related to educational matters  

 

4. Consent agenda. The following items are to be handled as combined and by single vote. Any Board member  
        may request that an item be pulled out for further discussion.   
 

4.1. Minutes from the regular meeting of January 23, 2020  (encl. #1) 

4.2. Minutes from budget workshop I of January 30, 2020 (encl. #2) 

4.3. Minutes from special meeting of January 30, 2020 (encl. #3) 

4.4. Minutes from budget workshop II of February 11, 2020 (encl. #4) 
4.5. Minutes from budget workshop III of March 03, 2020 (encl. #5) 

4.6. Minutes from special meeting of April 01, 2020 (encl. #6) 

 

 

5. Superintendent’s Report – B. White 

 

6. Possible Action Items: (Please call each BOE member’s name to record their vote) 

 

6.1 Possible VOTE to accept the following donations:  a donation from Chester Little League in the 

amount of $1,658.73; a donation from United Way in the amount of $149.99; a donation of $500 from 

Laurence and Charlene Fearon for an outdoor learning space; and the donation of a piano by the 

Carlin Family.  All are to be used at the discretion of administration (encl. #7) 

Via Google Meet 

Dial +1 (662) 532-5098 

PIN: 836 178 285# 

June 22 @ 6:00 p.m. 
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6.2  Discussion and possible VOTE to approve purchase of COVID-19 related materials and  

   supplies for use during 2020-21. (encl. #8)  

 

 

6.3  Discussion and possible VOTE to approve end-of-year transfers as presented (also encl. #8) 

 

 

            6.4   Discussion and possible VOTE to renew the Agreement Concerning the Establishment and 

Operation of an Interim Collaborative Preschool Program dated February 13, 2008.  The 

original contract expires on June 30, 2012 and per agreement may be renewed in 1 year 

increments upon agreement of all signing parties (Boards of Education for Chester, Deep River, 

Essex and the Regional Supervision District Committee) no later than June 30th (encl. #9) 

  
 

7.  Adjournment 
  

 
 
Cc:  Town Clerks:  Chester 



THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL AT THE NEXT  

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

CHESTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

January 23, 2020 7:00pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Chester Board of Education was held on Thursday. January 

23, 2020. In attendance were Tom Englert, Kris Pollock, Charlene Fearon, Rob Bibbiani, 

Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis, Dale Bernardoni and Maria Scherber. Also in attendance were 

Brian White, Superintendent and Tyson Stoddard, Principal. Absent:  David Fitzgibbons    

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Substitute Chair Tom Englert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.     

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon a motion made by Rob Bibbiani and seconded by Maria Scherber the Chester 

Board of Education VOTED unanimously to approve the minutes from the November 

25, 2019 regular meeting and the Accounts Payable report.   

 

STUDENT REPORT 

Student leaders discussed the Three Rivers Community College Leadership Conference 

they recently attended.  Mr. Englert thanked the students for presenting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Comment. 

 

REPORTS and OTHER ITEMS: 
Superintendent’s Report 

District Update  

Mr. White noted that the budget process for CES will start on January 30th.  Mr. Richard 

Huot will be the interim business manager and Mr. Chip Ward will also offer support on 

a project basis.   

 

Information and Communication 

No additional update. 

 

Assistant Superintendent’s Report 

Ms. Martineau was not present.  Mr. Stoddard discussed the report card development 

committee work.  Feedback will be received from staff regarding the new report card.   

   

Director of Pupil Services Report 

Ms. Smalley was not present.   

 

Financial Status Report 

Financial Status and Cafeteria Account Update 

Mr. White discussed the report through November 29, 2019 and the new format being 

used.   
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Possible VOTE to Approve Transfer of Funds in the Amount of $1,507.00 from 

General Supplies – Principal’s Office to Insurance Board of Education LAP(Object 

5520)   
Mr. White discussed the transfer.   

Upon a motion made by Maria Scherber and seconded by Dale Bernardoni the Chester 

Board of Education unanimously VOTED to Transfer of Funds in the Amount of 

$1,507.00 from General Supplies – Principal’s Office (Object 5610) to Insurance Board 

of Education LAP (Object 5520).   

 

Principal’s Update 

Mr. Stoddard discussed the activities at CES.  He gave an update on ALICE and the 

feedback from parents.  Mr. Stoddard discussed the structures and supports in place in 

our district which he shared with the Chester PTO.  The STEAM program is underway.  

Judging will be March 5th.  The next town meeting will focus on Choose Love.  There are 

fundraising opportunities which the Student Leaders are facilitating.  They have raised 

over $1,600 for the Pulsera project.   

 

Possible VOTE to Accept the Following Donations to be used at the Discretion of 

Administration United Way of Central & Northeastern Connecticut donation in the 

Amount of $299.86 and the Valley Soccer Club donation in the amount of $500.00. 

Mr. Stoddard discussed the donations.   

 

Upon a motion made by Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis and seconded by Rob Bibbiani the 

Chester Board of Education unanimously VOTED to Accept the Following Donations to 

be used at the Discretion of Administration:  United Way of Central & Northeastern 

Connecticut donation in the Amount of $299.86 and the Valley Soccer Club donation in 

the amount of $500.00. 

 

Committee Reports 

A special meeting will be held for all Boards on January 27th regarding the self-insured 

fund. 

Finance - Next meeting is January 27, 2020     

Curriculum – The benefits of Music education was discussed.  The Middle school and 

High School instrumental instructors gave a presentation.  This program is growing.  

From 7th to 8th Grade there is a decline in participation due to scheduling.  This will be 

examined more closely.         

Policy – Next meeting is January 27, 2020     

 

Supervision District:   

The budget is up 3.57%.  The next meeting is on January 28th at 6:00pm at JWMS.  

Chester’s allocation is up .16%.       

 

LEARN Committee Report 

A representative will need to be assigned.   

 

Other Committee Reports 



Joint BOE Ad Hoc School Security Advisory Committee 

Parents are more comfortable with the implementation of security protocols at the Middle 

School.  

 

Discussion regarding and Pending Policies 

Policy #5114 Suspension/Due Process 

This policy has been updated as discussed with the addition of pepper spray.    

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No comment. 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

7.1 CES Budget Workshop I is Thurs Jan 30, 2020 @ 6:00pm @CES Library 

7.2 CES Budget Workshop II is Tues, Feb 11, 2020 @ 6:00pm @CES Library 

7.3 CES Budget Workshop III is Tues Mar 3, 2020 @ 6:00pm @CES Library 

7.4 Next CES BOE Regular Meeting is March 26, 2020 @ 7:00pm @ CES Library  

7.5 BOE Self-evaluation (TBD) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn at 7:40p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,        

 

Kelley Frazier, Secretary 
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F.O.I. Compliance - Minutes 
   

CHESTER BOARD of EDUCATION 
Budget Workshop 

 Subject to approval at future meeting 
 
Date:  January 30, 2020 
 
Budget Workshop   
         
 
Attendance: David Fitzgibbons  Administration:  Others:     

 Charlene Fearon  Brian White  Kristin Smith  

 = present Dale Bernardoni  Kristina Martineau   Audience of Citizens  

 Kris Pollock  Richard Huot    

 Tom Englert  Tyson Stoddard    

 Maria Scherber  Sarah Smalley    

 Rob Bibbiani      

 Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis      

 Vacancy      

                                                                                   
                                                                                    
Call To Order: 6:00 p.m.  
 
Items/Discussion:  
The Board review information regarding the development of the proposed 2020-21 Chester Elementary 

School budget. 

 

 

The next budget workshop is scheduled for February 11, 2020. 

 

 
 ADJOURNMENT:      

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn the budget 
workshop at 6:50 p.m. 
 

(the following minutes are also filed under Special Meetings) 

 

A Special Meeting was called to order at 6:55 p.m. 

 

On motion duly made and seconded the Board moved into Executive Session at 6:55 p.m. to interview a 

candidate to fill a board vacancy for a term ending Nov 2021.  

 

 

The Board moved out of Executive Session at 7:02 p.m. 

 
Special Meeting Action Item 
On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED to appoint Kristin Smith to the 
board for a term ending November 2021. 
 
On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn at 7:04 p.m. 
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F.O.I. Compliance - Minutes 
   
 CHESTER BOARD of EDUCATION  
 SPECIAL MEETING 
 Subject to approval at future meeting 
 
Date:  January 30, 2020 
 
SPECIAL MEETING   
         
 
Attendance:   Administration:  Others:   -   

 David Fitzgibbons  Brian White   Kristin Smith  
 = present Charlene Fearon  Kristina Martineau    
 Dale Bernardoni  Richard Huot    
 Rob Bibbiani  Tyson Stoddard    
 Charlene Fearon      
 Maria Scherber      

 Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis      

 Tom Englert      

       

                                                                                     
                                                                                      
Call To Order: 6:55 p.m.  
 
Items/Discussion:  
 
On motion duly made and seconded, the Board moved into Executive Session at 6:55 p.m. to interview a 

potential candidate to fill a board vacancy for a term ending Nov 2021.  

 

The Board moved out of Executive Session at 7:02 p.m. 

 
Special Meeting Action Item 
On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED to appoint Kristin Smith to the 
board for a term ending November 2021. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:      

On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn at 7:04 p.m. 
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F.O.I. Compliance - Minutes 
   

CHESTER BOARD of EDUCATION 
Budget Workshop 

 Subject to approval at future meeting 
 
Date:  February 11, 2020 
 
Budget Workshop   
         
 
Attendance: David Fitzgibbons  Administration:  Others:     

 Charlene Fearon  Brian White    

 = present Dale Bernardoni  Kristina Martineau   Audience of Citizens  

 Kris Pollock  Richard Huot    

 Tom Englert  Tyson Stoddard    

 Maria Scherber      

 Rob Bibbiani      

 Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis      

 Kristin Smith      

                                                                                   
                                                                                    
Call To Order: 6:00 p.m.  
 
Items/Discussion:  
The Board reviewed the proposed 2020-21 Chester Elementary School budget document. 

 

There was a time for public comment. 

 

The next budget workshop is scheduled for March 03, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT:      
 
On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn at 7:12 p.m. 
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F.O.I. Compliance - Minutes 
   

CHESTER BOARD of EDUCATION 
Budget Workshop 

 Subject to approval at future meeting 
 
Date:  March 03, 2020 
 
Budget Workshop   
         
 
Attendance: David Fitzgibbons  Administration:  Others:     

 Charlene Fearon  Brian White    

 = present Dale Bernardoni  Kristina Martineau   Audience of Citizens  

 Kris Pollock  Richard Huot    

 Tom Englert  Tyson Stoddard    

 Maria Scherber  Sarah Smalley    

 Rob Bibbiani      

 Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis      

 Kristin Smith      

                                                                                   
                                                                                    
Call To Order: 6:00 p.m.  
 
Items/Discussion:  
The Board started by covering the votes previously missed at the February 20, 2020 Joint BOE meeting due to 
lack of a quorum. 
 
On motion duly made and seconded, Chester Board of Education unanimously VOTED to approve the consent 

agenda consisting of the minutes of the December 05, 2019 regular meeting of the Joint Board and the minutes of 

the January 27, 2020 special meeting of the Joint Board.   

 
On motion duly made and seconded, the Chester Board unanimously VOTED to approve the proposed 2020-21 

Supervision District budget in the amount of $7,978,711 as presented. 

 

On motion duly made and seconded the Chester Board unanimously VOTED to approve the Superintendent’s and 

Director of Food Services’ recommendation to vote “yes” on implementing the healthy food option of C.G.S. 

Section 10-215f and approve the following motion language for the healthy food option:  Pursuant to C.G.S. 

Section 10-215f, the board(s) of education certifies that all food items offered for sale to students in the schools 

under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition Standards published by the Connecticut 

State Department of Education will comply with the Connecticut Nutrition Standards during the period of July 1, 

2020, through June 30, 2021.  This certification shall include all food offered for sale to students separately from 

reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to school stores, vending 

machines, school cafeterias, culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school premises sponsored by 

the school or non-school organizations and groups. 

 

 
On motion duly made and seconded the Chester Board unanimously VOTED to approve the Superintendent’s and 

Director of Food Services’ recommendation to vote “yes” to allow food and beverage exemptions and approve the 

following motion language: The board(s) of education or governing authority will allow the sale to students of 

food items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards and beverages not listed in Section 10-221q of 

the Connecticut General Statues provided that the following conditions are met: 1)the sale is in connection with 

an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend; 2)the sale is at the location of the 
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event; and 3)the food and beverage items are not sold from a vending machine or school store.  An “event” is an 

occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or extracurricular activity.  For 

example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates are events but soccer practices, play rehearsals, 

and debate team meetings are not.  The “regular school day” is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes 

after the end of the official school day.  “Location” means where the event is being held 
 
On motion duly made and seconded the Chester Board VOTED (7 Yes / 1 No – Englert = motion passed)  to 

approve Agreement between The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region 4 Boards of Education; the Supervision 

District Committee and the Regional School District No. 4 Administrators Association for July 02, 2020 – June 

30, 2023, as presented. 

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Chester Board of Education unanimously VOTED to approve the 

following policy as presented:  #5114 Suspension/Expulsion/Due Process.  

 

 
The Board reviewed the proposed 2020-21 Chester Elementary School budget document. 

 

There was a time for public comment. 

 

 

The Board will plan to vote at their March 26th regular meeting to present the proposed budget to the town. 

 

 
 ADJOURNMENT:      

On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn the budget workshop at 
6:33 p.m. 
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F.O.I. Compliance - Minutes 
   
 CHESTER BOARD of EDUCATION  
 SPECIAL MEETING 
 Subject to approval at future meeting 
 
Date:  April 01, 2020 – REMOTE MEETING held  
 
(To view a recording of this meeting, please visit our website  www.reg4.k12.ct.us  and select “Remote 
Meeting Recordings” under the BOARD OF EDUCATION Heading) 
 
 
SPECIAL MEETING   
         
 
Attendance:   Administration:  Others:   -   

 David Fitzgibbons  Brian White     
 = present Charlene Fearon  Kristina Martineau    

 Dale Bernardoni  Richard Huot    
 Rob Bibbiani  Tyson Stoddard    
 Kris Pollock  Sarah Smalley    
 Maria Scherber      

 Rebecca Greenberg-Ellis      

 Tom Englert      

 Kristin Smith       

                                                                                     
                                                                                      
Call To Order: approx. 11:00 a.m.  
 
Items/Discussion:  
 
On motion duly made and seconded, the board VOTED (8 Y / 1 N – Pollock / 0 abstain = motion 

passed) to approve the Chester Elementary 2020-21 Budget in the amount of $4,964,446 to be presented 

to the Town of Chester.   

 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT:      

On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn at approx. 11:17  
a.m.  
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