
F.O.I. Compliance – Subject to BOE approval 
   
 REGION 4 BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
Date:  August 10, 2021 
 
Special Meeting – REMOTE MEETING held  
 
(To view a recording of this meeting, please visit our website  www.reg4.k12.ct.us  and select “Remote 

Meeting Recordings” under the BOARD OF EDUCATION Heading) 

 
Attendance:  Region 4 BOE  Administration:  Other:  
( = attended) Kate Sandmann  Brian White    Matt Ritter  

 Jane Cavanaugh   Sarah Brzozowy  Rusty Malik  

 Lon Seidman  Bob Grissom    

 John Stack  Matt Espinosa    

 Jennifer Clark 
(Present @ 6:00 p.m., but 

unable to voice presence 

during rollcall) 

     

 Kate Bergeron      

 Lori Ann Clymas 
(joined @ 6:01 p.m.) 

     

 Rob Bibbiani 
(joined @ 6:01 p.m.) 

     

 Rick Daniels  
(joined @ 6:22 p.m.) 

     

       

Chair Sandmann called the meeting to order at: 6:00 p.m.  
 
A verbal roll call was held. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the scheduling of a district meeting / public hearing to discuss a 
proposed Security Project at John Winthrop Middle School on August 24th at 7:00 p.m. as well as the 
approval of a Legal Warning for said meeting. 
 
On motion duly made and seconded the Board unanimously VOTED (all present at time of vote except R. 

Daniels) to schedule a District Meeting / Public Hearing for Tuesday August 24th at 7:00 p.m. and 
publish the legal warning as presented in the next available edition of the Valley Courier (see 
attached). 
 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Kim Stack of Chester shared portions of a statement she submitted to the Board for inclusion in the 
public record of this meeting re: concerns about comments made by other citizens at the June 03, 2021 
Joint BOE meeting against the former volleyball coach, and a request for action by the District. (see 
attached) 
 
Joe and Kathleen Bisson of Chester shared portions of their statements of support for the former 
volleyball coach submitted by both of them to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this 
meeting. (see attached) 
 
Suzanne Fetter of Chester shared her support of comments made so far and stated her belief that the 
volleyball team and coach were subjected to bullying when comments were made by citizens at the 
June 03, 2021 Joint BOE meeting against the former volleyball coach.  She also shared portions of a 
statement she submitted to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached) 
 
Rodney Alston of Chester spoke about his concerns regarding accusations and unjustified personal 
attacks against the former volleyball coach made by other citizens at the June Board meeting.  He also 

http://www.reg4.k12.ct.us/


shared that he hopes the Board is concerned with the behavior of all employees and would like to see 
all faculty members held to same standard of accountability.  
 
Emma Counter of Chester shared a statement of support for the former volleyball coach that she 
submitted to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached) 
 
Eva Counter of Chester shared her belief that comments made by citizens at the June Board meeting 
about the former volleyball coach are untrue and asked that the coach’s contract be reinstated. 
 
Audrey Counter of Chester spoke in support of the former volleyball coach and shared her personal 
observations made at volleyball games last season. 
  
Claire Counter of Chester – (her sister Audrey read Ms. Counter’s) statement of support for the former 
volleyball coach and asked that the coach’s contract be renewed. 
 
Kate Schuman of Chester expressed her support of the former volleyball coach and shared portions of 
a statement she submitted to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached) 
 
Emi Bisson of Chester shared a statement of support for the former volleyball coach that she submitted 
to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached) 
 
Ava Boyles of Ivoryton – (Emi Bisson read Ms. Boyles’) statement of support for the former 
volleyball coach that had been submitted to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this 
meeting.  (see attached) 
 
Rob Counter of Chester stated he was proud of the community for speaking up tonight.  He asked that 
comments made by citizens against the former volleyball coach at the June board meeting be stricken 
from the record and that the former volleyball coach be reinstated to her position. 
 
Michael Brooks of Essex shared his statement of support for the former volleyball coach that he 
submitted to the Board for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached)  
 
Jen Malaguti of Chester – (Board member Jane Cavanaugh read) a letter submitted by Ms. Malaguti in 
support of the former volleyball coach for inclusion in the public record of this evening.  (see attached) 
 
Tina Saunders of Chester was unable to attend but submitted a letter to the Board in support of the 
former volleyball coach for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached) 
 
Sara Holmes of Chester was unable to attend but submitted a letter to the Board in support of the 
former volleyball coach for inclusion in the public record of this meeting. (see attached) 
 
 
  
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously VOTED to adjourn 
at  6:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rick Daniels 
Secretary – Regional District #4 Board of Education 



WARNING 

DISTRICT MEETING - PUBLIC HEARING 

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4 

TOWNS OF CHESTER, DEEP RIVER AND ESSEX 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2021 

 

  The electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of the Towns of Chester, Deep 

River and Essex (the “Member Towns”) are hereby warned that a District Meeting of Regional 

School District No. 4 (the “District”) will be held REMOTELY Via Google Meet on Tuesday, 

August 24, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. (to listen and participate please dial (US) +1 (617) 675-4444  PIN: 

211 351 184 1538#) for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the following 

recommendation of the District Board of Education: 

 

 1. That $952,053 be appropriated for the John Winthrop Middle School Security 

Project (the “Project”).  The appropriation may be expended for design, construction, renovation 

and installation costs, engineering and professional fees, materials, equipment, purchase costs, 

legal fees, financing costs, interest expense on temporary borrowings, and other costs related to 

the Project.  The appropriation shall include any federal, state or other grants-in-aid received for 

the Project.  The John Winthrop Middle School Security Project Building Committee (the 

“Building Committee”), established by the District Board of Education as the building committee 

for the Project, shall be authorized to determine the scope and particulars of the Project, and may 

reduce or modify the scope of the Project as desirable, and the entire appropriation may be spent 

on the Project as so reduced or modified.  The District anticipates receiving grants from the State 

of Connecticut for a portion of the eligible costs of the Project to defray in part the appropriation.   

 

 2. That $952,053 of bonds, notes or temporary notes of the District be authorized to 

finance the appropriation.  The amount of the bonds authorized shall be reduced by the amount of 

any grants received by the District for the Project. 

 

 3. That the Chair of the District Board of Education and the District Treasurer, be 

authorized to make representations and enter into written agreements for the benefit of holders of 

the bonds or notes to provide secondary market disclosure information. 

 

 4. That the Building Committee be authorized to contract with architects, engineers, 

contractors and others in the name and on behalf of the District with respect to the Project, to 

approve design and construction expenditures for the Project, and to exercise such others powers 

as are necessary or appropriate to complete the Project. 

 

 5. That the authorization of the issuance of bonds, notes or temporary notes shall be 

submitted to referendum vote by the electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of the 

Member Towns of the District. 

 

   Dated at Deep River, Connecticut this 10th day of August 2021. 

 


















































